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APPENDIX A 

Docket No. 22-NETE-419-COC 
THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION  

OF THE STATE OF KANSAS  
NONDISCLOSURE CERTIFICATE  
(To Access Confidential Information)  

I, ______________________, have been presented a copy of the Protective Order issued 

in Docket No. 22-NETE-419-COC on the _____ day of ______________________, 2021.  

I have requested review of confidential information produced in the above-mentioned 

docket on behalf of ______________________________________________.  

I hereby certify that I have read the above-mentioned Protective Order and agree to abide 

by its terms and conditions. 

Dated this __________ day of ___________________, 2021. 

 _____________________________________________________  
Printed name and title 

 _____________________________________________________ 
Signature 

 _____________________________________________________ 
Party/Employer  

_____________________________________________________  
Address (City, State and ZIP)  

_____________________________________________________  
Telephone  

_____________________________________________________  
Email
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APPENDIX B 

Docket No. 22-NETE-419-COC 
THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION  

OF THE STATE OF KANSAS  
NONDISCLOSURE CERTIFICATE  

(To Access Confidential-Competitive Information)  

I, ______________________, have been presented a copy of the Protective Order issued 

in Docket No. 22-NETE-419-COC on the _____ day of ______________________, 2021.  

I have requested review of Confidential-Competitive information produced in the above-

mentioned docket on behalf of ______________________________________________.  

I am an employee of ________________________________ acting as 

____________________________________ [state role from list of eligible persons from 

Paragraph 8(a)-(b) of the Protective Order] for _________________________________; and I 

hereby certify that I have read the above-mentioned Protective Order and agree to abide by its 

terms and conditions.  

Dated this __________ day of ___________________, 2021. 

_____________________________________________________  
Printed name and title 

_____________________________________________________ 
Signature 

_____________________________________________________ 
Party/Employer  

_____________________________________________________  
Address (City, State and ZIP)  

_____________________________________________________  
Telephone  

_____________________________________________________  
Email 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing document was served upon the parties listed 
below by email or U.S. mail, postage prepaid, this 21st day of March, 2022.  

Jared Jevons, Litigation Attorney 
Kansas Corporation Commission  
1500 SW Arrowhead Rd 
Topeka, KS  66604 
 j.jevons@kcc.ks.gov 

Carly Masenthin, Litigation Counsel 
Kansas Corporation Commission  
1500 SW Arrowhead Rd 
Topeka, KS  66604 
c.masenthin@kcc.ks.gov 

William P. Cox, Senior Attorney 
NextEra Energy Transmission, LLC 
700 Universe Blvd 
Juno Beach , FL  33408 
will.p.cox@nexteraenergy.com 

Tracy C Davis, Senior Attorney 
NextEra Energy Transmission, LLC 
5920 W William Cannon Dr., Bldg. 2 
Austin, TX  78749 
TracyC.Davis@nexteraenergy.com

Cathryn J. Dinges 
Sr. Director & Reg. Affairs Counsel 
Evergy Kansas Central, Inc., et al. 
818 South Kansas Ave. 
Topeka, KS 66612 
Cathey.dinges@evergy.com 

Patrick Smith, Corporate Counsel 
Evergy Kansas Central, Inc., et al. 
818 South Kansas Ave. 
Topeka, KS 66612 
Patrick.smith@evergy.com 

Anthony Westenkirchner 
Sr. Paralegal, Reg. Affairs 
Evergy Kansas Central, Inc., et al. 
One Kansas City Place 
1200 Main Street, 16th Floor 

Kansas City, MO 64105 
anthony.westenkirchner@evergy.com

Denise Buffington 
Sr. Dir. of Fed. Regulatory Affairs 
Evergy Kansas Central, Inc., et al. 
One Kansas City Place 
1200 Main Street, 16th Floor 
Kansas City, MO 64105 
Denise.buffington@evergy.com

Leslie Wines 
Administrative Assistant, Sr. 
Evergy Kansas Central, Inc., et al. 
818 South Kansas Ave. 
Topeka, KS 66612 
Leslie.wines@evergy.com

Derek Brown 
Fed. Regulatory Affair, ManagerEvergy 
Kansas Central, Inc., et al. 
818 South Kansas Ave. 
Topeka, KS 66612 
Derek.brown@evergy.com

Marcos Mora, Executive Director, 
Development 
NextEra Energy Transmission, LLC 
700 Universe Blvd 
Juno Beach , FL  33408 
marcos.mora@nexteraenergy.com 

Becky Walding, Executive Director, 
Development 
NextEra Energy Transmission, LLC 
700 Universe Blvd 
Juno Beach , FL  33408 
becky.walding@nexteraenergy.com 
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Anne E. Callenbach, Attorney 
Polsinelli PC  
900 W 48th Place Ste. 900 
Kansas City, MO  64112 
acallenbach@polsinelli.com 

Andrew O. Schulte, Attorney 
Polsinelli PC 
900 W 48th Place Ste. 900 
Kansas City, MO  64112 
aschulte@polsinelli.com 

/s/ Anne E. Callebach 
Attorney for NextEra Energy Transmission 
Southwest, LLC 
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 2) Transmission Owner Selection Process   

   

Once a Competitive Upgrade has been approved by the SPP Board of 

Directors, the Transmission Provider shall issue a Request for Proposals 

(“RFP”) for the Competitive Upgrade as specified in this Section III of 

Attachment Y.  RFP Proposals may be sponsored by one or more entities.  

If an RFP Proposal involves more than one sponsoring entity, at least one 

of the sponsoring entities must be a QRP.  RFP Proposals with more than 

one sponsoring entity shall comply with all of the requirements set forth in 

Section III.2(a) of this Attachment Y that are applicable to such entity 

(whether an RFP Respondent or a CU Participant); otherwise the RFP 

Proposal shall be deemed incomplete and the Transmission Provider shall 

follow the process for incomplete RFP Proposals set forth in Section 

III.2(d)(iv) of this Attachment Y. 

 

a) RFP Proposals Involving More Than One Entity 

 

i) Joint RFP Proposal 

(1) An RFP Proposal may be submitted jointly by more than 

one QRP (“Joint RFP Proposal”) for the purposes of 

identifying more than one DTO for a Competitive Upgrade. 

(2) Each RFP Respondent for a Joint RFP Proposal must be a 

QRP at the time that the Joint RFP Proposal is submitted 

and at all times during the Transmission Owner Selection 

Process during which the Joint RFP Proposal is pending.  If 

at any time during the Transmission Owner Selection 

Process set forth in this Section III one or more of the RFP 

Respondents involved in the submission of a Joint RFP 

Proposal ceases to be a QRP, the Joint RFP Proposal shall 

be disqualified from further consideration. 
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ii) Multi-Owner RFP Proposal 

(1) An RFP Proposal or a Joint RFP Proposal may include one 

or more CU Participants (“Multi-Owner RFP Proposal”).  

A Multi-Owner RFP Proposal must include at least one 

QRP that will serve as the RFP Respondent and the DTO 

for the Competitive Upgrade if the Multi-Owner RFP 

Proposal is selected by the Transmission Provider. 

(2) Except as provided in Sections III.2(c)(v), (vi), (x), and 

(xvi) and Sections III.2(f)(iii)(4) and (5) of this Attachment 

Y, in reviewing a Multi-Owner RFP Proposal, the 

Transmission Provider shall evaluate only the capabilities 

of the QRP(s) that will serve as the DTO(s) for the 

Competitive Upgrade. 

(3) A Multi-Owner RFP Proposal that identifies more than one 

proposed DTO shall also be classified as a Joint RFP 

Proposal and shall satisfy all RFP requirements applicable 

to Joint RFP Proposals. 

iii) For purposes of this Attachment Y, any reference to an RFP 

Proposal shall also include a Joint RFP Proposal and a Multi-

Owner RFP Proposal, and any reference to an RFP Respondent 

shall mean the QRPs involved in the submission of a Joint RFP 

Proposal or a Multi-Owner RFP Proposal both individually and 

collectively. 

 

  b) Industry Expert Panel 

 

i) On an annual basis, the Oversight Committee or its successor shall 

identify a pool of candidates to serve as industry experts on one or 

more Industry Expert Panel(s) (“IEP”) to evaluate proposals that 

are submitted in response to any RFP issued by the Transmission 

Provider pursuant to this Section III of Attachment Y.  IEP 
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candidates shall have documented expertise on file with the 

Transmission Provider in one or more of the following areas: (1) 

electric transmission engineering design; (2) electric transmission 

project management and construction; (3) electric transmission 

operations; (4) electric transmission rate design and analysis; and 

(5) electric transmission finance. 

 

ii) Each industry expert must disclose to the Oversight Committee 

any affiliation with any SPP stakeholder or any QRP. In the event 

an affiliation exists, the Oversight Committee will evaluate 

whether the affiliation may adversely impact an industry expert’s 

ability to independently evaluate RFP Proposals, and the Oversight 

Committee may disqualify that industry expert. 

 

iii) The Oversight Committee shall present its recommended pool of 

IEP candidates to the SPP Board of Directors for approval.  The 

name and qualifications of each recommended candidate shall be 

posted on the Transmission Provider’s website prior to SPP Board 

of Directors approval.  Approval of the IEP candidate pool shall be 

made prior to the meeting in which a Competitive Upgrade is to be 

approved.   

 

iv) The Oversight Committee shall create an IEP from the IEP 

candidate pool to evaluate proposals resulting from the RFPs. The 

IEP shall consist of three (3) to five (5) industry experts such that 

the IEP will have expertise in all five (5) areas listed in Section 

III.2(b)(i) of this Attachment Y.  Upon SPP Board of Directors 

approval, the Oversight Committee may create additional IEPs. 

Each IEP member must sign a confidentiality agreement prior to 

participating in the Transmission Owner Selection Process. 
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v) If a member of a designated IEP becomes affiliated with a 

stakeholder or QRP, the IEP member shall immediately notify the 

Transmission Provider and the Oversight Committee. The 

Oversight Committee shall evaluate whether any affiliation 

between a member of a designated IEP and a stakeholder or QRP 

may adversely impact the IEP member’s ability to independently 

evaluate RFP Proposals reviewed by that IEP.  In such event, the 

Oversight Committee may remove the IEP member from that IEP. 

If necessary, the Oversight Committee may designate a 

replacement IEP member from the IEP candidate pool.  

 

vi)  The Transmission Provider shall facilitate the IEP’s efforts to 

develop recommendations to the SPP Board of Directors.  The IEP 

will evaluate all aspects of each proposal submitted for its review.  

Once all evaluations are complete, the IEP will develop a single 

recommendation for the SPP Board of Directors consisting of its 

recommended RFP Proposal and an alternate RFP Proposal for 

each Competitive Upgrade. 

 

  c) Request for Proposals  

 

The Transmission Provider shall issue an RFP for each Competitive 

Upgrade, which shall contain information including, but not limited to: 

 

i) An overview of the purpose for the RFP including the need for the 

Competitive Upgrade, regulatory context and authority, and other 

necessary information. 

 

ii) The minimum RFP Proposal submission requirements.  

 

iii) Minimum design specifications. 
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iv) The date regulatory approvals are required to be completed as 

determined by the Transmission Provider. 

 

v) A requirement that the RFP Proposal provide the following 

information specific to the Competitive Upgrade: 

 

(1)  financial information, including but not limited to 

demonstration of financing (including a reasonable 

contingency); detailed engineering and construction cost 

estimate; itemized revenue requirement calculations for 

each RFP Respondent and CU Participant that proposes to 

have revenue requirements under this Tariff; and financial 

and business plans, including the nature of any FERC 

incentives any RFP Respondent or CU Participant intends 

to request; 

 

(2) engineering information, including but not limited to 

engineering design of the project and technical 

requirements; 

 

(3) construction information, including but not limited to 

anticipated project timeline including timeline for all 

necessary regulatory approvals, equipment acquisition, 

description of applicable rights-of-way and real  estate 

acquisition, description of routing, description of 

permitting, description of outage clearance(s), and 

identification of the party responsible for construction; 

 

(4) operations and maintenance information, including but not 

limited to demonstration of operations, statement of which 
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entity will be operating and maintaining the transmission 

facility, storm and outage response plan, maintenance plan, 

staffing, equipment, crew training, and record of past 

maintenance and outage restoration performance;  

 

(5) safety information, including but not limited to 

identification of the internal safety program, contractor 

safety program, and safety performance record;  

 

(6) for a Multi-Owner RFP Proposal, such information with 

respect to CU Participants as is required for evaluation of 

the RFP Proposal under the criteria set forth in Sections 

III.2(c)(v)(2) - (5) of this Attachment Y given the proposed 

percentage share of ownership or interest in the 

Competitive Upgrade by each RFP Respondent and CU 

Participant; and 

 

(7) identification of information in the RFP Proposal that the 

RFP Respondent considers to be confidential.  

 

vi) A requirement that the RFP Proposal demonstrate that each RFP 

Respondent (and, in the case of a Multi-Owner RFP Proposal, the 

CU Participants as set forth below) possesses the necessary 

financial strength by providing one of the following: 

  

(1) demonstration that each RFP Respondent continues to 

satisfy the financial criteria set forth in Section 

III.1(b)(ii)(1) or (2) of this Attachment Y and that the 

Competitive Upgrade does not exceed 30% of the total 

capitalization of the RFP Respondent or its parent 

Guarantor; 
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(2) demonstration of conclusive evidence of the ability to 

obtain a performance bond in an amount equal to the total 

cost of the Competitive Upgrade, including financing costs 

and a 20% contingency, from an insurance or surety 

company with an A.M. Best “Financial Strength Rating” of 

Superior (A++, A+) or Excellent (A, A-) and an adjusted 

“Policy Holder Surplus” of $500,000,000 or more; or  

 

(3)  demonstration of conclusive evidence of the ability to 

obtain a letter of credit in an amount equal to the total cost 

of the Competitive Upgrade, including financing costs  and 

a 20% contingency, from a financial institution that 

satisfies the requirements set forth in Attachment X Section 

7.1.3.2 of this Tariff. 

  

For purposes of this requirement, “conclusive evidence” shall 

mean a letter from a bonding agent or bank indicating approval of 

or willingness to provide the required performance bond or letter 

of credit to the RFP Respondent. 

In the case of a Joint RFP Proposal, the financial obligations shall 

be met by each RFP Respondent based upon the portion of the 

facility to be owned and operated by each RFP Respondent.  In the 

case of a Multi-Owner RFP Proposal, the financial obligations can 

either be met by the identified RFP Respondents or by a 

combination of RFP Respondents and CU Participants based upon 

the proposed share of ownership of or interest in the Competitive 

Upgrade.  In either case, such allocation of ownership or interest 

and each RFP Respondent’s and/or CU Participant’s share of 

financial responsibility shall be set forth in detail in the RFP 

Proposal.   
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vii) Information exchange requirements including but not limited to, 

identification of data required to be provided to the Transmission 

Provider in accordance with NERC reliability standards and CEII 

requirements. 

 

viii) A description of the proposal evaluation procedure, including the 

statement of proposal evaluation methodology and criteria for 

acceptable proposals. 

 

ix) A requirement that the each RFP Respondent agrees to pay, as 

outlined in Section III.2(e) of this Attachment Y: (1) a deposit for 

each RFP Proposal submitted for the RFP Proposal’s share of the 

Transmission Provider’s costs to administer the Transmission 

Owner Selection Process; and (2) any additional costs that are 

assessed after the completion of the Transmission Owner Selection 

Process. 

 

x) A requirement that each RFP Respondent, and in the case of a 

Multi-Owner RFP Proposal, each CU Participant, disclose any 

credit rating changes, bankruptcies, dissolutions, mergers, or 

acquisitions within the past five (5) years of the RFP Respondent 

or CU Participant or its parent, controlling shareholder, or entity 

providing a Guaranty pursuant to Section III.1(b)(ii)(2) of this 

Attachment Y. 

 

xi) A requirement that each RFP Respondent provide its Internal 

Revenue Service Tax Identification Number. 

 

xii) A requirement that the RFP Respondent declare whether it may 

seek to assign the Competitive Upgrade to an Affiliate pursuant to 
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Section III.2(d)(xi) of this Attachment Y if selected as the DTO for 

the Competitive Upgrade, along with a description of such 

Affiliate. 

 

xiii) A requirement that a Joint RFP Proposal: 

 

(1) Clearly and specifically identify each RFP Respondent’s 

respective roles and responsibilities (as well as each RFP 

Respondent’s respective percentage of responsibility) for 

finance, construction, ownership, operation, maintenance, 

and restoration of the Competitive Upgrade in such a 

manner that one hundred (100) percent of the 

responsibilities for the Competitive Upgrade are identified; 

 

(2) Specify each RFP Respondent’s qualifications and 

responsibilities for satisfying the requirements set forth in 

Sections III.2(c)(v) and III.2(c)(vi) of this Attachment Y; 

and 

 

(3) Provide as part of the Joint RFP Proposal submission any 

agreements between or among the RFP Respondents 

governing the division of roles and responsibilities. 

 

xiv) A requirement that each RFP Respondent participating in a Joint 

RFP Proposal acknowledges and agrees that: 

 

(1) Each RFP Respondent shall be jointly and severally liable 

for all aspects of finance and construction of the 

Competitive Upgrade, such that, if the Joint RFP Proposal 

is selected by the Transmission Provider, the other RFP 

Respondent(s) shall be liable for the defaulting RFP 
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Respondent’s(s’) obligations in the event that one or more 

RFP Respondent(s) defaults on its obligations; or 

 

(2) In the event that each RFP Respondent does not agree to be 

jointly and severally liable as set forth in Section 

III.2(c)(xiv)(1) of this Attachment Y, if the Joint RFP 

Proposal is selected by the Transmission Provider, the 

Transmission Provider shall reevaluate the entire 

Competitive Upgrade pursuant to Section III.2(g) of this 

Attachment Y if one or more RFP Respondent(s) defaults 

on its obligations with respect to the Competitive Upgrade. 

 

xv) A requirement that a Joint RFP Proposal identify a single point of 

contact for the Joint RFP Proposal, who will represent all RFP 

Respondents in any communications with the IEP or the 

Transmission Provider with respect to the Joint RFP Proposal. 

 

xvi) A requirement that each Multi-Owner RFP Proposal shall provide 

sufficient detail to enable a thorough evaluation of the RFP 

Proposal including information regarding: 

 

(1)  the identity of each RFP Respondent and CU Participant; 

 

(2) any division of ownership of or interest in the Competitive 

Upgrade; 

(3) any agreements between or among the RFP Respondents 

and CU Participants regarding the ownership of or interest 

in the Competitive Upgrade sufficient to establish the 

ability of the RFP Respondent(s) to perform the obligations 

of a DTO; and 
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(4) the timing of any such transfer of ownership or interest. 

 

xvii) A requirement that the RFP Respondent acknowledges and agrees 

that notwithstanding any defaults of any CU Participant on its 

obligations under any participation agreements, the RFP 

Respondent is responsible for all aspects of the Competitive 

Upgrade.  Further, if the Multi-Owner RFP Proposal is also a Joint 

RFP Proposal, the proposal must specify which RFP Respondent 

will be responsible for any CU Participant default. 

 

xviii) A requirement that: 

 

(1)  Each RFP Respondent agree to execute the SPP 

Membership Agreement as a Transmission Owner if the 

RFP Proposal is selected by the Transmission Provider, if it 

has not already done so; and 

 

(2)  Each CU Participant in a Multi-Owner RFP Proposal shall 

agree in writing to execute the SPP Membership 

Agreement as a Transmission Owner at such time that the 

entity is first eligible to execute the Membership 

Agreement as a Transmission Owner, if it has not already 

done so. 

 

xix) Subject to any modifications resulting from Attachment Y, Section 

VIII.3(b), the deadline for all RFP Proposal submissions shall be 

one hundred eighty (180) calendar days from the date the RFP is 

issued (“RFP Response Window”).  The Transmission Provider 

may reduce the RFP Response Window to no less than ninety (90) 

days based on, but not limited to, the Competitive Upgrade’s need 

date or scope.  If the final day of the RFP Response Window falls 
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on a weekend or a holiday recognized by the Transmission 

Provider, the due date for RFP Proposals shall be the next Business 

Day.   

 

In the event that the Transmission Provider determines the need for 

a re-evaluation of a Competitive Upgrade in accordance with 

Section VIII of this Attachment Y, the SPP Board of Directors may 

suspend the Transmission Owner Selection Process for that RFP as 

necessary for that Competitive Upgrade pending a final 

determination by the SPP Board of Directors of the re-evaluation.  

Notice of a suspension shall be sent to all QRPs within three (3) 

Business Days.  

 

  d) RFP Process and Timeline 

 

i) The Transmission Provider shall issue each RFP by or before the 

later of: (1) seven (7) calendar days after approval of the 

Competitive Upgrade by the SPP Board of Directors; or (2) 

eighteen (18) months prior to the date that anticipated financial 

expenditure is needed for a Competitive  Upgrade.  The RFP shall 

be issued only to QRPs. 

 

ii) Each RFP Respondent shall submit a complete proposal in 

response to the RFP within the RFP Response Window as defined 

in Section III.2(c)(xix) of this Attachment Y. 

 

iii) The Transmission Provider shall not disclose any information 

contained in any RFP Proposal, except to the IEP, until the 

issuance of the IEP reports in accordance with Section 

III.2(d)(vi)(2) of this Attachment Y. 
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iv) Upon receipt of an RFP Proposal, the Transmission Provider shall 

immediately review the proposal for completeness, and shall 

promptly notify the RFP Respondent if the RFP Proposal is 

incomplete.  The RFP Respondent(s) may submit information in 

order to complete the proposal if such submittal is made within the 

RFP Response Window.  Any RFP Respondent that fails to submit 

a complete RFP Proposal within the RFP Response Window will 

be deemed to have waived its right to respond to the RFP, the RFP 

Proposal shall be disqualified from further consideration, and the 

Transmission Provider shall refund a portion of the Transmission 

Owner Selection Process deposit in accordance with Section 

III.2(e) of this Attachment Y. 

 

v) If the Transmission Provider does not receive any complete 

proposals in response to an RFP, the Transmission Provider shall 

inform the SPP Board of Directors and shall select the DTO in 

accordance with the process set forth in Section IV of this 

Attachment Y.  If all of the RFP proposals for a Competitive 

Upgrade include cost estimates that exceed the cost estimate 

determined by the Transmission Provider at the time the 

Competitive Upgrade was approved for construction by thirty (30) 

percent or more, the Transmission Provider shall inform the SPP 

Board of Directors, and the SPP Board of Directors shall decide 

whether to proceed with the IEP review of the RFP responses, or 

whether to withdraw the RFP and reevaluate the Competitive 

Upgrade.  If the SPP Board of Directors withdraws the RFP, each 

RFP Proposal shall be entitled to a partial refund of its 

Transmission Owner Selection Process deposit as set forth in 

Section III.2(e)(iv) of this Attachment Y. 
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vi) Upon the closing of the RFP Response Window, the Transmission 

Provider shall provide the RFP Proposals to the IEP.  The IEP shall 

review, score, and rank all RFP Proposals and submit its 

recommendation to the SPP Board of Directors based upon 

selection criteria outlined in Section III.2(f) of this Attachment Y. 

The identity of RFP Respondents that submitted the RFP Proposals 

shall not be disclosed to the SPP Board of Directors as part of the 

IEP’s recommendation. The IEP’s recommendation shall be 

submitted to the SPP Board of Directors within sixty (60) calendar 

days of the initiation of the IEP’s review (“Review Period”). Upon 

IEP request, the Oversight Committee may extend the Review 

Period an additional thirty (30) calendar days.  Notification of such 

extension shall be provided to the SPP Board of Directors and 

posted on the Transmission Provider’s website.  

 

(1) During its review, the IEP may initiate communication with 

RFP Respondents to obtain answers to any additional 

questions about proposals, and any such communications 

shall be documented by the IEP.  Lobbying of the IEP by, 

or on behalf of, any RFP Respondent or CU Participant is 

prohibited, and may result in the Transmission Provider 

disqualifying the RFP Respondent and the RFP Proposal 

from the RFP process. The IEP shall score and rank each 

RFP Proposal in a non-discriminatory manner based upon 

the information supplied in the RFP Proposal and 

information, if any, obtained during the Review Period. 

 

(2) The IEP shall compile an internal report for the 

Transmission Provider detailing the process, data, results of 

its deliberations, and its recommended RFP Proposal and 

an alternate RFP Proposal for each Competitive Upgrade.  
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The Transmission Provider shall be responsible for 

producing two redacted versions of the internal report, a 

Board of Directors report and a public report.  The Board of 

Directors report shall exclude the names of the RFP 

Respondents.  The public report shall exclude the names of 

RFP Respondents and any confidential information 

obtained during the Transmission Owner Selection Process.  

No later than fourteen (14) calendar days prior to the SPP 

Board of Directors meeting during which the SPP Board of 

Directors will consider the IEP recommendation, the public 

report shall be posted on the Transmission Provider’s 

website and the Board of Directors report shall be provided 

to the SPP Board of Directors.   

 

vii) Except as provided in Sections III.2(d)(vii)(a) and III.2(d)(vii)(b) 

of this Attachment Y, the SPP Board of Directors shall select an 

RFP Proposal (“Selected RFP Proposal”) and an alternate RFP 

Proposal for each Competitive Upgrade based primarily on the 

information provided by the IEP. The Transmission Provider shall 

notify each RFP Respondent that was involved in the submission 

of the Selected RFP Proposal that it has been chosen by the SPP 

Board of Directors to become the DTO for the Competitive 

Upgrade (“Selected RFP Respondent(s)”) and the Transmission 

Provider shall issue an NTC(s) for the Competitive Upgrade 

pursuant to Section V of this Attachment Y. For a Joint RFP 

Proposal, each NTC shall specify the applicable roles and 

obligations of each Selected RFP Respondent based on the 

information provided in the Selected RFP Proposal.  To become 

the DTO(s) for the Competitive Upgrade, each Selected RFP 

Respondent must, within seven (7) calendar days of receiving such 

notice: (1) sign any necessary agreement(s) to assume all of the 
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responsibilities of a Transmission Owner related to the 

Competitive Upgrade pursuant to the SPP Membership Agreement 

and this Tariff;  (2) submit to the Transmission Provider a deposit 

in accordance with Section III.2(d)(xii) of this Attachment Y; and 

(3) provide written notification to the Transmission Provider that it 

accepts the NTC.  For a Joint RFP Proposal, each Selected RFP 

Respondent must fulfill these requirements within seven (7) 

calendar days. 

 

a. If the Board of Directors accepts the IEP’s 

recommendation, pursuant to Section III.2(f)(i) of this 

Attachment Y, resulting in all RFP Proposals being 

eliminated from consideration due to a low score in any 

evaluation category, the DTO for the Competitive Upgrade 

will be identified as follows: 

 

1. If the Competitive Upgrade qualifies under Section 

I.3 of this Attachment Y, the DTO will be identified 

as set forth in Section I.3 of this Attachment Y. 

 

2. If the Competitive Upgrade does not meet the 

conditions set forth in Section III.2(d)(vii)(a)(1) of 

this Attachment Y, the Transmission Provider shall 

reevaluate the Competitive Upgrade to determine 

what action to take, including: (a) resubmission of 

the Competitive Upgrade for DTO selection under 

Section III of this Attachment Y; (b) modification 

of the Competitive Upgrade and resubmission of the 

Competitive Upgrade for DTO selection under 

Section III of this Attachment Y; or (c) cancellation 

of the Competitive Upgrade. 
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b. If a Competitive Upgrade was previously resubmitted, 

pursuant to Section III.2(d)(vii)(a) of this Attachment Y, 

for selection of a DTO under Section III of this Attachment 

Y and no DTO was selected, the Transmission Provider 

will identify the DTO pursuant to Section IV of this 

Attachment Y.  

 

viii) A Selected RFP Respondent shall be deemed to have waived its 

right to become the DTO if, within seven (7) calendar days of 

receiving such notice, the Selected RFP Respondent:  (1) does not 

respond to such notice from the Transmission Provider; (2) notifies 

the Transmission Provider that it is no longer willing to become 

the Transmission Owner for the Competitive Upgrade; (3) fails to 

sign the necessary agreement(s); (4) fails to provide a deposit in 

accordance with Section III.2(d)(xii) of this Attachment Y; or (5) 

fails to provide written notification to the Transmission Provider 

that it accepts the NTC.  For Joint RFP Proposals, if one or more of 

the Selected RFP Respondents fails to fulfill these requirements 

within seven (7) calendar days, all Selected RFP Respondents for 

the Joint RFP Proposal shall be deemed to have waived their 

rights.  In the event that one or more Selected RFP Respondents 

has been deemed to have waived its rights, the Transmission 

Provider shall notify the SPP Board of Directors.  

 

ix) If a Selected RFP Respondent has waived its rights pursuant to 

Section III.2(d)(viii) of this Attachment Y, the Transmission 

Provider shall notify each RFP Respondent involved in the 

submission of the alternate RFP Proposal that it has been chosen 

by the SPP Board of Directors to become the DTO for the 

Competitive Upgrade, and the Transmission Provider shall issue an 
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NTC(s) for the Competitive Upgrade pursuant to Section V of this 

Attachment Y.  For a Joint RFP Proposal, each NTC shall specify 

the applicable roles and obligations of each RFP Respondent that 

submitted the alternate RFP Proposal, based on the information 

provided in the alternate RFP Proposal.  To become the DTO(s) for 

the Competitive Upgrade, each RFP Respondent that submitted the 

alternate RFP Proposal must, within seven (7) calendar days of 

receiving such notice: (1) sign any necessary agreement(s) to 

assume all of the responsibilities of a Transmission Owner related 

to the Competitive Upgrade pursuant to the SPP Membership 

Agreement and this Tariff; (2) submit to the Transmission Provider 

a deposit in accordance with Section III.2(d)(xii) of this 

Attachment Y; and (3) provide written notification to the 

Transmission Provider that it accepts the NTC.  For a Joint RFP 

Proposal, each RFP Respondent that submitted the alternate RFP 

Proposal must fulfill these requirements within seven (7) calendar 

days. 

 

x) An RFP Respondent that submitted the alternate RFP Proposal 

shall be deemed to have waived its right to become the DTO if, 

within seven (7) calendar days of receiving such notice, the RFP 

Respondent that submitted the alternate RFP Proposal: (1) does not 

respond to such notice from the Transmission Provider; (2) notifies 

the Transmission Provider that it is no longer willing to become 

the Transmission Owner for the Competitive Upgrade; (3) fails to 

sign the necessary agreement(s); (4) fails to provide a deposit in 

accordance with Section III.2(d)(xii) of this Attachment Y; or (5) 

fails to provide written notification to the Transmission Provider 

that it accepts the NTC.  For Joint RFP Proposals, if one or more of 

the RFP Respondents for the alternate Joint RFP Proposal fails to 

fulfill these requirements within seven (7) calendar days, all RFP 
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Respondents for the alternate Joint RFP Proposal shall be deemed 

to have waived their rights to become a DTO.  In the event that an 

RFP Respondent for the alternate RFP Proposal has been deemed 

to have waived its rights, the Transmission Provider shall notify 

the SPP Board of Directors, and the Transmission Provider shall 

determine the DTO in accordance with the process set forth in 

Section IV of this Attachment Y.  

 

xi) A DTO for a Competitive Upgrade cannot assign the Competitive 

Upgrade to another entity, except to an Affiliate of the DTO 

subject to requirements set forth in Section VII of this Attachment 

Y.  The Transmission Provider’s selection of an RFP Proposal that 

includes a declaration of intent to assign as the Selected RFP 

Proposal does not constitute Transmission Provider approval of the 

assignment.  

 

xii) When accepting the responsibilities of being a DTO for a 

Competitive Upgrade, the Selected RFP Respondent(s) shall 

provide the following to the Transmission Provider:  

 

(1) a cash deposit representing 2% of the estimated cost 

of the Selected RFP Proposal; and 

 

(2) a firm capital commitment acceptable to the 

Transmission Provider that is sufficient to complete 

the Competitive Upgrade, including one of the 

following: 

 

a. A binding commitment letter from lenders 

and/or equity providers;  
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b. Cash held in escrow;  

 

c. A performance and payment bond; 

 

d.         Surety bond;  

 

e. Existing balance sheet liquidity; or  

 

f. Demonstrated history of ability to obtain 

adequate capital to support the project.   

 

 

The cash deposit shall be held in escrow by the Transmission 

Provider.  Upon reaching the 50% completion milestone of the 

Competitive Upgrade, as determined by the Transmission 

Provider, the Transmission Provider shall refund the deposit, plus 

any interest the deposit accrued while in escrow, to the DTO(s).  If 

the DTO(s) fail(s) to reach the 50% completion milestone of the 

Competitive Upgrade in accordance with Section III.2(g) of this 

Attachment Y, then the DTO(s) shall forfeit the deposit and any 

accrued interest.  The Transmission Provider shall then select a 

new DTO in accordance with Section III.2(g) and apply the deposit 

and accrued interest to reduce the final cost of the Competitive 

Upgrade.  If the Transmission Provider cancels the Competitive 

Upgrade through no fault of the DTO(s), then the Transmission 

Provider shall refund the deposit and accrued interest to the 

DTO(s). 

 

xiii) A DTO for a Competitive Upgrade that resulted from a Multi-

Owner RFP Proposal may convey an interest in the Competitive 

Upgrade to a CU Participant identified in the Multi-Owner RFP 
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Proposal in a manner consistent with and on no less favorable 

terms than those specified in the Multi-Owner RFP Proposal; 

however, such DTO may not assign its responsibilities as the DTO 

as part of such conveyance.  

 

e) Transmission Owner Selection Process Deposit and Cost Calculation 

 

i. Each RFP Proposal shall pay its share of the Transmission 

Provider’s total cost incurred to administer the Transmission 

Owner Selection Process for each Competitive Upgrade, as 

calculated pursuant to this Section III.2(e).  At the time of 

submission of each RFP Proposal, each RFP Respondent (or for a 

Joint RFP Proposal, the RFP Respondents collectively) shall 

submit a Transmission Owner Selection Process deposit for each 

RFP Proposal, which shall be determined as follows (based on the 

value of the Competitive Upgrade as identified in the SPP 

Transmission Expansion Plan approved by the SPP Board of 

Directors): 

 

Small Project (less than $10 million):           $10,000 deposit 

 

   Medium Project 

 (between $10 million and $100 million):                $25,000 deposit 

 

   Large Project (greater than $100 million):           $50,000 deposit 

 

The Transmission Provider shall hold each RFP Proposal’s 

Transmission Owner Selection Process deposit in a segregated 

interest-bearing account in the name(s) of the RFP Respondent(s) 

tied to the RFP Respondent’s(s’) Internal Revenue Service Tax 

Identification Number(s). 
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ii. The Transmission Provider shall determine the actual 

Transmission Owner Selection Process costs at the completion of 

the process, and all RFP Respondents will make additional 

payments or obtain refunds based on the reconciliation of 

Transmission Owner Selection Process deposits collected and 

actual Transmission Owner Selection Process costs.  The 

Transmission Owner Selection Process costs shall include the 

Transmission Provider’s staff and administrative costs associated 

with administering the Transmission Owner Selection Process  for 

the Competitive Upgrade and all costs associated with 

administering the IEP process for the Competitive Upgrade, 

including the identification, recruiting, hiring, and retention of 

industry experts to serve on the IEP(s).  The costs shall be 

allocated to each RFP Proposal on a pro-rata share basis, 

calculated by taking the total Transmission Owner Selection 

Process costs for each Competitive Upgrade and dividing by the 

number of RFP Proposals submitted for that Competitive Upgrade. 

The Transmission Provider shall refund any unused deposit 

amounts with interest earned on such deposits. 

 

iii. If an RFP proposal is disqualified from further consideration 

pursuant to Section III.2(d)(iv) of this Attachment Y, the 

Transmission Provider shall refund to the RFP Respondent that 

submitted the disqualified RFP Proposal ninety (90) percent of its  

Transmission Owner Selection Process deposit and such 

disqualified RFP Proposal shall not be subject to the true-up 

adjustment calculated by the Transmission Provider in accordance 

with Section III.2(e)(ii) of this Attachment Y. 
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iv. If the SPP Board of Directors withdraws an RFP pursuant to 

Section III.2(d)(v) of this Attachment Y, the Transmission 

Provider shall refund to each RFP Proposal submitted in response 

to the withdrawn RFP ninety (90) percent of its Transmission 

Owner Selection Process deposit. 

 

f) Transmission Owner Selection Criteria and Scoring 

 

i) The IEP will develop a final score for each RFP Proposal and 

provide its recommended RFP Proposal and an alternate RFP 

Proposal to the SPP Board of Directors for each Competitive 

Upgrade.  The IEP evaluation and recommendation shall not be 

administered in an unduly discriminatory manner.  The RFP 

Proposal with the highest total score may not always be 

recommended.  The IEP may recommend that any RFP Proposal 

be eliminated from consideration due to a low score in any 

individual evaluation category. 

 

ii) The IEP may award up to one thousand (1000) base points for each 

RFP Proposal. Additional details on each evaluation category are 

provided in the Transmission Provider’s business practices.   An 

additional one hundred (100) points shall be available to provide 

an incentive for stakeholders to share their ideas and expertise to 

promote innovation and creativity in the transmission planning 

process.   

 

iii)  Base Points:  The evaluation categories and maximum base points 

for each category are listed below.   

 

(1) Engineering Design (Reliability/Quality/General Design), 

200 points:  Measures the quality of the design, material, 
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technology, and life expectancy of the Competitive 

Upgrade.  Criteria considered in this evaluation category 

shall include, but not be limited to: 

 

 (a) Type of construction (wood, steel, design loading,  

  etc.); 

 (b) Losses (design efficiency); 

 (c) Estimated life of construction; and 

 (d) Reliability/quality metrics. 

 

(2) Project Management (Construction Project Management), 

200 points:  Measures an RFP Respondent’s expertise in 

implementing construction projects similar in scope to the 

Competitive Upgrade that is the subject of the RFP.  

Criteria considered in this evaluation category shall 

include, but not be limited to: 

 

 (a) Environmental; 

 (b) Rights-of-way acquisition; 

 (c) Procurement; 

 (d) Project scope; 

 (e) Project development schedule (including obtaining  

  necessary regulatory approvals); 

 (f) Construction; 

 (g) Commissioning; 

 (h) Timeframe to construct; and  

(i) Experience/track record. 

 

(3) Operations (Operations/Maintenance/Safety), 250 points:  

Measures safety and capability of an RFP Respondent to 

operate, maintain, and restore a transmission facility.  
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Criteria considered in this evaluation category shall 

include, but not be limited to: 

 

 (a) Control center operations (staffing, etc.); 

 (b) Storm/outage response plan; 

 (c) Reliability metrics; 

 (d) Restoration experience/performance; 

 (e) Maintenance staffing/training; 

 (f) Maintenance plans; 

 (g) Equipment; 

 (h) Maintenance performance/expertise; 

 (i) NERC compliance-process/history; 

 (j) Internal safety program; 

 (k) Contractor safety program; and 

 (l)  Safety performance record (program execution). 

 

(4) Rate Analysis (Cost to Customer), 225 points:  Measures an 

RFP Respondent’s and, if applicable, a CU Participant’s 

cost to construct, own, operate, and maintain the 

Competitive Upgrade over a forty (40) year period.  

Criteria considered in this evaluation category shall 

include, but not be limited to:  

 

 (a) Estimated total cost of project; 

 (b) Financing costs; 

 (c) FERC incentives; 

 (d) Revenue requirements; 

 (e) Lifetime cost of the project to customers; 

 (f) Return on equity; 



Southwest Power Pool - Open Access Transmission Tariff, Sixth Revised Volume No. 1 - Attachment Y Transmission Owner 
Designation Process - Attachment Y Section III 

Effective Date: 12/29/2018 - Docket #: ER19-224-001 - Page 1375 

(g) The quantitative cost impact of material on hand, 

assets on hand, rights-of-way ownership, control, or 

acquisition; and 

 (h) Cost certainty guarantee. 

 

(5) Finance (Financial Viability and Creditworthiness), 125 

points:  Measures an RFP Respondent’s and, if applicable, 

a CU Participant’s ability to obtain financing for the 

Competitive Upgrade.  Criteria considered in this 

evaluation category shall include, but not be limited to: 

 

 (a) Evidence of financing; 

 (b) Material conditions; 

 (c) Financial/business plan; 

 (d) Pro forma financial statements; 

 (e) Expected financial leverage; 

 (f) Debt covenants; 

 (g) Projected liquidity; 

 (h) Dividend policy; and 

 (i) Cash flow analysis 

 

iv) Incentive Points: Each RFP Respondent or CU Participant that 

submitted a detailed project proposal (“DPP”) in accordance with 

Attachment O Section III.6 of this Tariff that was selected and 

approved for construction as a Competitive Upgrade shall receive 

one hundred (100) incentive points in the Transmission Owner 

Selection Process for that Competitive Upgrade, which shall be 

added to the total base points awarded by the IEP. To demonstrate 

eligibility for the incentive points, the RFP Respondent must 

document in its RFP Proposal that it or one of the CU Participants 

participating in a Multi-Owner RFP Proposal submitted a DPP for 
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that Competitive Upgrade. The eligibility for the incentive points 

may only be awarded to the RFP Proposal if the DPP was 

submitted during the Integrated Transmission Planning Assessment 

from which the Competitive Upgrade was approved. The 

Transmission Provider shall confirm such eligibility in accordance 

with Attachment O Section III.6 of this Tariff and inform the IEP.  

An RFP Proposal will be entitled to no more than one hundred 

(100) incentive points regardless of how many entities involved in 

the submission of the RFP Proposal may individually be eligible 

for incentive points. 

 

g) Failure of a Transmission Owner to Complete the Competitive 

Upgrade 

 

(i) If, after accepting the NTC, a DTO cannot or is unwilling to 

complete the Competitive Upgrade as directed by the Transmission 

Provider (the “Defaulting DTO”), the Transmission Provider shall 

evaluate the status of the Competitive Upgrade and may designate 

a new DTO for the Competitive Upgrade in accordance with 

Section V.4 of this Attachment Y, except as provided in Section 

III.2(g)(ii) of this Attachment Y for Joint RFP Proposals.  If the 

Transmission Provider has determined that there is sufficient time 

for the Transmission Owner Selection Process to be completed and 

the Competitive Upgrade placed in service prior to the required 

need date as determined by the Transmission Provider, the process 

described in Section III of this Attachment Y shall be used to 

designate another entity to become the DTO for the Competitive 

Upgrade.  If sufficient time is not available, the Transmission 

Provider shall designate a new DTO for the Competitive Upgrade 

in accordance with Section IV of this Attachment Y.   
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(ii)  If the Competitive Upgrade was the result of a Joint RFP Proposal 

and the DTOs agreed to be jointly and severally liable for the 

Competitive Upgrade pursuant to Section III.2(c)(xiv)(1) of this 

Attachment Y, the Transmission Provider shall issue a modified 

NTC to each DTO that is not the Defaulting DTO, specifying each 

DTO’s responsibility to fulfill the obligations of the Defaulting 

DTO.  If each of the DTOs involved in the submission of a Joint 

RFP Proposal did not agree to be jointly and severally liable 

pursuant to Section III.2(c)(xiv)(1) of this Attachment Y, the 

Transmission Provider shall follow the process set forth in Section 

III.2(g)(i) of this Attachment Y. 
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IV. INCUMBENT TRANSMISSION OWNER DESIGNATION PROCESS  

 

1) If a project forms a connection with facilities of a single Transmission Owner, 

that Transmission Owner shall be selected to be the DTO.  If a project forms a 

connection with facilities owned by multiple Transmission Owners, the applicable 

Transmission Owners shall be selected to be the DTOs.  If there is more than one 

Transmission Owner selected to construct a project, the DTOs will agree among 

themselves which part of the project will be provided by each entity.  If the DTOs 

cannot come to a mutual agreement regarding the assignment and ownership of 

the project, the Transmission Provider will facilitate their discussion. Each DTO 

will receive an NTC, in accordance with Section V of this Attachment Y, for each 

project or segment of a project that the DTO is responsible to construct. 

 

2)  In order to maintain its right to construct a project, the DTO shall respond within 

ninety (90) days after the receipt of the NTC with a written commitment to 

construct the project as specified in the NTC or a proposal for a different project 

schedule and/or alternative specifications in its written commitment to construct 

(“DTO’s proposal”).  The Transmission Provider shall respond to the DTO’s 

proposal within ten (10) days of its receipt of the proposal.  If the Transmission 

Provider accepts the DTO’s proposal, the NTC will be modified according to the 

accepted proposal, and the DTO shall construct the project in accordance with the 

modified NTC.  If the Transmission Provider rejects the DTO’s proposal, the 

DTO’s proposal shall not be deemed an acceptable written commitment to 

construct the project.  However, the Transmission Provider’s rejection of such 

proposal shall not preclude a DTO from providing a written commitment to 

construct the project after such rejection, provided the subsequent written 

commitment to construct the project is made within the ninety (90) day time 

period after the issuance of the NTC.   
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3) If a DTO does not provide an acceptable written commitment to construct within 

the ninety (90) day period, the Transmission Provider shall select a replacement 

Transmission Owner in accordance with Section III of this Attachment Y.   

 

4) At any time after accepting an NTC, a DTO that was designated under this 

Section IV of Attachment Y may assign a project by arranging for another entity 

to build and own all or part of the project in its place subject to the conditions set 

forth in Section VII of this Attachment Y. 

 

5) Nothing in this Section IV shall relieve a Transmission Owner of its obligations 

specified in Section VI.3 of Attachment O of this Tariff, Section V.4 of 

Attachment Y of this Tariff, and Section 3.3(a) of the SPP Membership 

Agreement. 
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V. NOTIFICATION TO CONSTRUCT PROCESS 

 

1) Once a Transmission Owner is selected to construct a project through Section III  

or Section IV of this Attachment Y, the Transmission Provider shall issue an NTC 

for project(s) for which financial commitment is required prior to the approval of 

the next annual SPP Transmission Expansion Plan report.   At the discretion of 

the SPP Board of Directors, the Transmission Provider may issue an NTC to the 

appropriate Transmission Owner to begin implementation of other such approved 

or required transmission project(s) for which financial commitment is not required 

prior to approval of the next annual SPP Transmission Expansion Plan report. 

 

2) The Transmission Provider shall issue an NTC to each entity selected to become 

the DTO for each transmission project.  The NTC shall include, but not be limited 

to: (1) the specifications of the project required by the Transmission Provider, and 

(2) a reasonable project schedule, including a project need date.   

 

3) Request for refined cost estimate 

 

a) The Transmission Provider may issue an NTC that requires a refined cost 

estimate within a stated timeframe defined in the NTC.  Such NTC shall 

direct the entity selected to become the DTO only to perform detailed 

engineering and cost studies.  In complying with this NTC, the DTO shall 

be authorized to expend only those funds necessary to perform such 

studies.  The entity selected to become the DTO shall provide to the 

Transmission Provider a written commitment that it:  (1) accepts the 

obligation to construct the transmission facility subject to issuance of an 

NTC authorizing construction in accordance with Section III or Section IV 

of this Attachment Y; and (2) will provide the Transmission Provider a 

refined cost estimate within the Transmission Provider’s stated timeframe 

or state its inability to provide the refined cost estimate in the stated 

timeframe. 

 

  b) The Transmission Provider shall compare the refined cost estimate to the 

project cost estimate approved by the SPP Board of Directors.  If the 

refined cost estimate falls within bandwidth of the approved project cost 

estimate, the Transmission Provider shall issue an NTC authorizing 

construction and setting the refined cost estimate as the baseline cost for 

cost tracking purposes pursuant to Section VI of this Attachment Y. The 

bandwidth shall be defined by the Transmission Provider and stated in the 

Transmission Provider’s business practices.  

   

c) If the refined cost estimate falls outside of the bandwidth defined by the 

Transmission Provider, the Transmission Provider shall re-evaluate the 

project using the refined cost estimate and provide a recommendation to 

the SPP Board of Directors at its next scheduled quarterly meeting. The 
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Transmission Provider’s recommendation could be, but is not limited to, 

one of the following actions: 

 

(i) Accept the refined cost estimate;  

(ii) Modify the project; 

(iii) Replace the project with an alternative solution; or 

(iv) Cancel the project. 

 

The SPP Board of Directors shall determine the action to be taken 

regarding the transmission project.  If the SPP Board of Directors 

determines to proceed with the project, the Transmission Provider shall 

issue an NTC authorizing construction and setting the refined cost 

estimate of the project as the baseline cost.  If the SPP Board of Directors 

determines not to proceed with the project, the DTO shall be notified that 

the project has been cancelled and the DTO is eligible to pursue recovery 

of its study costs in accordance with Section VIII of Attachment J of this 

Tariff.   

 

4) Any Transmission Owner that has accepted an NTC in accordance with 

this Tariff shall use due diligence to meet the terms contained in the NTC.  

If at any time the Transmission Owner cannot meet one or more of the 

terms agreed to in the NTC or cannot meet the regulatory approval need 

date set forth in the RFP for a Competitive Upgrade if applicable, it shall 

notify the Transmission Provider in a timely manner.  The Transmission 

Owner may suggest changes to the NTC and present the reasons why the 

changes should be approved.  The Transmission Provider shall review the 

proposed changes and determine a course of action to propose to the SPP 

Board of Directors, including, but not limited to: 

 

a) Accept changes negotiated with the Transmission Owner;  

b) Withdraw the NTC and issue an NTC for the same project to 

another entity that shall be determined in accordance with this 

Attachment Y; 

c) Withdraw the NTC and replace the project with an alternative 

solution; or 

d) Withdraw the NTC and cancel the project.  

 

The SPP Board of Directors shall determine the action to be taken 

regarding the project.  
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VI. PROJECT TRACKING PROCESS 

 

Costs and schedules related to all projects approved for construction under the Tariff 

shall be tracked by the Transmission Provider 

 

1) Upon the acceptance of an NTC by a DTO, other than an NTC issued for refined 

cost estimation, the baseline cost of the project will be set.  The baseline cost shall 

be the estimated cost of the project as agreed to between the DTO and the 

Transmission Provider at the time such NTC was accepted. 

 

2) The DTO shall submit updates of the estimated costs and schedules to the 

Transmission Provider on at least a quarterly basis in a standard format and 

method defined by the Transmission Provider. 

 

3) If at any time the cost projection varies from the estimated baseline cost by more 

than the bandwidth defined by the Transmission Provider in its business practices, 

the Transmission Provider shall investigate the reason for the change in cost and 

report to the SPP Board of Directors the reason for the change in cost and its 

recommendation on whether to accept the change in cost and reset the baseline 

cost.  The SPP Board of Directors shall make the final determination as to the 

action that will be taken up to and including the cancellation of the project and 

withdrawal of the NTC. 

 

4) If at any time the project schedule significantly changes, the Transmission 

Provider shall investigate the reason for the change and may take action in 

accordance with Section V.4 of this Attachment Y.  Factors that the Transmission 

Provider shall consider in determining whether a project schedule delay is 

significant shall include, but not be limited to, the need date, construction time, 

necessity for long-lead equipment, and permitting schedules.   
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b. the Transmission Provider may also provide a recommendation on whether it 

is necessary to suspend the Transmission Owner Selection Process consistent 

with Section III.2.(c)(xix) of this Attachment Y.  If the SPP Board of 

Directors approves a suspension of the Transmission Owner Selection 

Process, the length of such suspension shall be specified by the SPP Board of 

Directors.  

3) If the SPP Board of Directors approves a recommendation to re-evaluate a Competitive 

Upgrade, the Transmission Provider will perform the re-evaluation analysis to determine 

if material changes have occurred that necessitate the withdrawal of the Competitive 

Upgrade.  The Transmission Provider will inform the SPP Board of Directors of the 

results of the re-evaluation analysis and provide a recommendation as to whether the 

Competitive Upgrade should be withdrawn. 

a. If the SPP Board of Directors determines that the Competitive Upgrade should 

be withdrawn, the Transmission Provider will withdraw any applicable RFP 

and the Transmission Owner Selection Process for that withdrawn 

Competitive Upgrade will be terminated.  Notice of the withdrawn 

Competitive Upgrade shall be sent to all QRPs. 

b. If the SPP Board of Directors determines that the Competitive Upgrade should 

not be withdrawn, then the Transmission Owner Selection Process shall 

continue or be re-instated if it was suspended.  The RFP Response Window 

shall close on the later of the original close date or sixty (60) days from the 

date the Transmission Owner Selection Process is reinstated by the SPP Board 

of Directors.  

4) If the Transmission Provider withdraws the RFP pursuant to Section VIII.3(a) of this 

Attachment Y, the Transmission Provider shall refund to each RFP Proposal submitted in 

response to the withdrawn RFP its Transmission Owner Selection Process deposit 

provided in accordance with Section III.2(e)(i) of this Attachment Y. 


































